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Chapter |

Introductlon

T his is a monograph on Babur né Zahlr-uddln Muhammad' the founder of the ‘Mughul’
Empire in India. It is an attempt to create a corpus based upon his coinage; to deduce
nistorical evidence unobtainable from written works and clear misconceptions reported in
existing records. The work is based on my personal collection of coins and connected materials
zathered over the past several decades.

Much of the known historical facts have been culled from translations? of Babur’s autobiograph Y
zs supplemented by translations of works written during his lifetime or soon thereafter’.
However, as most readers familiar with these works will know, several pages of Babur’s
zutobiography, the Babur-nama, are missing. Events during these years have been filled in by
scholars through exhaustive research into manuscripts of the period, notably those from India,
Iran, Turkey, and the Central Asian States. Many questions remain unanswered due not only
to the dearth of records or biased reporting, but also to the rarity of Babur’s coinage. In the
numismatic field, one important aspect is the difficulty to assign mint towns or dates to the
majority of Babur’s issues. Only part of the story is that they were poorly struck, with a portion
of the legend off-flan or heavily worn. There is also the enigma of why Babur preferred to have
nis coins struck without dates [‘dateless’] and or the name of the mints [‘mintless’] in an age
znd culture where stamping the mint town and year was a useful propaganda tool.

For the uninitiated reader let us explain that an important aspect of muslim ruler ship was
the right to Sikka and Khutba® In an age devoid of mass communication media, coinage was a
sowerful propaganda tool. By striking their name, title, place of minting, year of mintage and
sometimes even the regnal year, the king announced to his subjects information about himself,
nis religious beliefs, the extent of his empire and the duration of his reign. The abuse of this
exclusive right and its exercise were important enough to attract the death penalty. This data
zlone is of great value to the histerian in supplementing knowledge of a given rulers scanty
~written records. The present work attempts to answer these questions.

In undertaking this work. | have supplemented the specimens in my collection by a study
znd record of Babur’s coins in the principal museums of the world®> and in
mportant private Collections®. Most coins reproduced were personally examined and photographed,
=xcept for those that were culled from published literature or received as a photograph or scan;
e latter were computer enhanced for clarity.

2zbur’s name at birth was Muhammad. This was his Alam, or proper name. Among Muslims, there are no family names as
he Western Societies and the Alam corresponds nearly with the Christian name, as is given soon after birth or at

:':_mcision Zahir-uddin [Defender of the faith] was his Laqgab, or title of honor. See Codrington p. 56, and Hodiwala p.

=%0. In passing, it is interesting to note that all, save one, of the Mughul kings had the same name - Muhammad.

Se= Bibliography

S== Bibliography

Sica’ was the right to have coins minted in one’s name; ‘Khutba’ was the right of having one’s name mentioned as the ruler

r e Friday prayers.

*_szum collections examined: British Museum; Ashmolean Museum; Fitzwilliam Museum; Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg;

—=~ore Museum, Pakistan; National Museum, Karachi Pakistan and ANS. Others through published catalogues: Lucknow
“_ssum & Supplement; Calcutta Museum and Supplement; Patna Museum; Smithsonian Institute; auction catalogues & price

i== rom different auction houses/dealers over several years; numismatic journals.

= Sew=rzl private collectors in Pakistan plus photos/scans supplied by collector and dealer friends around the world.
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Since the basis for this work is numismatic, | have started with a brief summary of events in
Babur’s life that have a numismatic bearing, on a Hijri year-by-year basis. This is followed by a
commentary covering topics such as evolution of legends, mint town history, die study, and
economy etc. This is followed by the Catalogue proper, which groups his known coinage into
‘Central Asian’, and ‘Indian’ issues, listed alphabetically, including sections on countermarks,
counterfeits etc. Following the catalogue are three appendices and a bibliography of works
consulted.

Within the catalogue section, the obverse legend is reproduced with a transliteration and a
translation. The reverse legends have not been reproduced, as they are standard for muslim
coinage during this period. Historical accounts, legends, die-study and epigraphy of the legends
have been used to find answers to his dateless and mintless coins etc. Babur’s counter-stamped
coins have been reproduced separately within the catalogue and a brief discussion is presented
on dating them. The die-study covers both the obverse and reverse dies employed and these have
been used to establish die-linkage as a clue to establishing the possible place of minting. Appendix lI
gives the provenance, die-numbering and rarity rating. As most collectors will know from their
personal experience, all of Babur’s coins are scarce. My rarity list is subjective, based on my
personal collection or seen specimens. Amongst all types of Babur’s coins, those with the mint
and/or date legible are rare, and with both, are exceptionally rare. | have also attempted to re-
attribute some of Babur’s coins in published works and remedy some misinterpretations caused
by insufficient written or numismatic data.

| have not attempted current international transliteration standards for oriental names. This
is partly due to lack of knowledge but mainly because | believe that most of my readers will settle
for straightforward pronounceable words, even though they may seem phonetically inaccurate. |
have thus used the spellings of names and places as understood and pronounced by the contemporary
speakers of Urdu, Persian, Turkic and Arabic. For reasons of space saving, | have not transliterated
the reverse; this being commonly knowledge and almost similar for the majority of medieval muslim
coinage.

My approach on classifying various specimens has been to assign distinctive numbering to each
specimen through a numbering system indicated 1s a “XX-YY’ number where the XX is the type
or variety number, and YY a number assigned to the specific specimen within the XX variety. As
an example, in 01-02, the ‘01’ denotes the type or variety [in this case all AH 915 issue from
Badakhshan] and the ‘02’ is an allocated number to the illustrated specimen. The type numbers
run consecutively through the corpus, which itself is based on grouping Central Asian and Indian
Mints listed in the English alphabetical order. In rare exceptions, gaps are left in the type
numbers to accommodate new series that may be found in future. In the die study section, | have
allocated a serial numbering system for the dies with a prefix of OD, for the obverse die and
RD, for the reverse. For the Countermarks | have used the prefix Cmk.

All obverse legends have been summerised at the end of the sub-chapter on evolution of legends
and each individually numbered. Subsequently, in the descriptive pages, facing the plates in the
catalogue section, such numbers are given along with the weights, maximum diameters, against
each specimen.






